Classic V12s: Time to buy?
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Overhaulin’ the

This 365 GTC/4 1s one of the most

impressive restomod Ferraris we've seen.
STCHEY AMD» PHOTOS BY ZACHARY MAYNE

hile it never capmred the

heares of Ferrari enthasi-

asts ar large, the 365
G s revered by its coterie of
fans, Indesd, when new the CFd
handily oursold the now-legendary
(andd, ar the time, less expensive)
Daytena in rerms of annual prodise-
tean, and o still features all the ele
ments of a terrific GT: & 320-horse-
power 4.4-lier V12 engine. a
spacious interior with small rear scacs
that can be tolded down to frmoa
package tray and amenities like air-
conditioning and power steering,

The cwner of our fearured 1972

L".||:u|:|1|:-||: (sfn 14837 :|]w=:.-'.1 lekeed
the model; this is his second one,
He uf_'q.]uin:rl the car in 199, and

describes it as having been “noc in
the best conditon.” The interior

in particular was worn, alchough
there were good things, too: “1t had
a great windshield with no pars,
which a lor of them have.” Cheerall,
the Cf4 was mastly onginal,
although its factory-applied bus-
gencly paing had been changed

to 4 light blue.

For the next decade or so. the
Fereari was driven weekly in i
wtacle borm., Arcund MO0, however,
the owner decided thar the C/4
coutld benetic trom some well-
chosen upgrades. “1 had an affinity
fur the car, and lEi”:r‘ liked the
Pininfarina design,” he says, “bur

1t was also so 1970s 10 many wa:f.'i."
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Abawe; Cusiomized rear and
lomtures widened fenders,
bumporiess batl and subitle
dieelklid spoiler. Lafl: Hew
interisr furnishings inolude
550 seals and rewerked door
poanals, Below: Parcel shell
replaced rear seals.
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he dated interior, wich

its thin door panels

and unsupportive seacs,
was the first arca tackled.
staried o think abaout the
550 Maranello,” explains the
owner, who began o loak for a
shep thar could perform the
desined -'.'hul:lgux Ll.'iing the 5540
as an inspiracion. Although
e then lived in Florda, he
decaded ro send the Ferrari m
Prestige Auto Uphelstery of
Maorth Hollrwood, Califormiz,

The ’I"JE' i rwned by the
three Oirozco brothers, and
one of them, Fernandao, trans
formed the intenor, For
stareers, the Eops of the daar
panels were thickened 1o give
a more luurious feel. “We
molded sheer aluminum o
Eive thiar xhaE'rc.‘ L'.l.l.'ll.iilﬂi
Crrozce, Ar the same time, the
Cid's chrome door releses
were relocated from the door
prlm.'ls 1o the daar Pu[l:-\.; the
change required longer larch-
rebease cables. The resepled
panels were then covered in
tan Connally leather.

Mext, Orozco righrensd
the unsightly gaps between the
dashboard, glove box and cen-
ter consnle, The glove box, for
example, was built out shghtly
using more sheer aluminum.
The dash and glove hox were
then recovered in original-soyle
“maase hair” matenal,

MNew carper and custom Boot
titats were also installed, and the
smmall rear seats were replaced
with a ﬁﬁﬂ-.-.l::r'h |L|g§-|ge shaelf,
which was finished with lupgage
atraps and quilted Connolly
leather. The headliner was made
ol the same leather

By far the most noticeable
-;:|1nng-.—.~; to the Perran's cockpit
are the mademn, smaller soeer-
ij'lle_ wheel and the E:‘"-I.ij' af 550
sears, Prosupe added che chairs'
Daviona-syle inserts, which
were specially dved o be as
close o the exterior color as
possible. Less obvious bur siill
eve-catching are the aluminum
shifr knob, pedals and passen-
ger-side foorese.

Once the interior was
refreshed, the CF4 was driven
bar a few mare years before the
owner decided o take anather

step up the ladder of improve-
ment. This time, however, the
rarger was improving the aging
GT's performance, “There
wene really cwo things thar
stesned out ahowt ir,” remem-
bers the owner. “The brakes
were a frightening experience,
I had a couple of scary
moments on Loz .-’||1E|,'E|,'5 free-
ways where the traffic would
suddenly come 1o a stop and |
would just haul on the brakes
and l:““:'t': an, hoping the car
would stop in ome” 1o addi-
tion, the 3 800-pound C/4 felr
somewhat underpowesed, even
with thase 320 Ialian ponics
under the hood.

or the mechanical work,

the owner turned o

Carobu Engincering in
Costa Mesa, California, “At
firss, we chaught abour jus
pritting a 4008 motor in the
car,” he savs, "but thar would
mican it would be fuel injected,
and 1 wanred ro sty with rhe
Webers.” The six side-drafi 38
DCOE carhuretors are one of
the Cf4'5 defining aspeces, so
it’s easy to understand why
they peeded 1o remain.

Carobu eventually decided
to start with a 4.9-lieer 412
|.'|:|¥.:i:|a'_'. and build a sorr of
C14-412 hybrid, *The goal
was o increase the power and
torgque of the engine while
retaiming the balanced charac-
rer and stock appearance of
the Cf4,” sayvs company owner
Tare Casey.

The stack 412 crankshaft
was rerained, bur it now spins
|jt|;|:|l:|.':r Carrillo con necting
rods, which in tuen are baled
o Razeo Rosso borged als-
minum pistens. | he compres-
sion rtio of the motor was set
to @ relarively aggressive 1000:1,

Mew camshatts with
Carobu's proprictary perform-
ance street grind came next,
“The new camshafts provide
Bl.‘rl.rd doow-speed torgue and
higher-rpm power withour the
driveability issues associzted
with maore radical grinds,”
claims Casey. After some com-
purer modelling, Carobu mod-
ified rhe 412 heads” intake and
exhaust pors wake advantage

aof the hotter cams’ addinonal
lift amd duration.

Running the Weber carbs
ot 4 fuel-injected motor
reqquired further modificacion,
including plugging the heady'
injection [HIFTE S0 thar the Ci4
intake manifolds could be
used. Tt was also necessary o
modify the heads o sccomme
date the T4 distmbuner
drives,” says Cascy,

A Black Ssallion elecoronic
rgninion, which includes a stock-
leszking clistribartor and a pro-
grammable ignition module,
haidles r.'|:l.1|'|-l:. This SETU,
which is very sdvanced for a
carburered car, provides the
ahiliry to switch berween two
FI‘:I'\'.'-l:II.'I.IEr:II.'I'I:I'I'It"l:I. ip 10N Curves
as well as a “soft” rev-limiter.

On the exhawst side, Fur-
ther compurer modelling
revedled thae the stock headers
would not be sufficicnt for
the more powertul moror. 5o,
Carobu fabricared larger-tube
stainless-ateel headers, and
then port-marched dhe exhawst
pors o them. “In order o
preserve the characrer of the
uriginﬂ header, a G-into-2
design using flar 3-into-1 col-
lecuors was retained,” Casey
explains. The finished headers
were ceramic-coated black 1o
match the look of the original
unirs and o berer dissipare
heat. & Tuhi exhaust would
GLITY SPCIL gasaes o the rear
of the car.

When Carobu tested the
El:\'.'.ih]:.' bkt W12 on ins cngine
dyno, the numbers didn's dis-
appoint: At 6,400 rpm, the
moter belied our 410 crank
|:|-:rr5.|.'_|:~|:-l.'.-'-:'r. l"-e'r'h.aph e
impaorcantly, the 4.9-lieer mill
pumped out 385 lb-fr of
rorque ac an accessible 4,500
epin. “Mo one can say that this
Ferrari engine lacks bow-end
congue, says Casey.

The C'4% original five-
speed manual gearbox was
retained, bur a lighrer flywheel
was fireed o allow the mosor
to spin more freely, A custom
Kewlas-lined clutch was
installed to handle the extra
power. I arder to keep the
heefed-up V12 cool, the

Cfi's spock brass radiaror was
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’-.'|'l|-.i.:. ed with a more modern
aluminum one,
Carobu nexr wirned s

artention to the Ferrari’s brakes,

Brembo was chosen as the
upgrade supplier, but there was
a prohlem: The company had
never made a hig-hrake kie for
this particular model. *Brembo
SENE an engineer over to take
mEeasirements, since this was
the anly Ci4 they had ever
|.|-\. il ..I rl,'l_..jl"u I|'||_' W T
Brembo seon supplied a ki
thar fearured 13-inch Aoating
front rotors and 12.9-inch
floating rears, all clamped by
four-piston calipers. The stock

CITRETEC TN '..'-I"\-r.l'ril_' BVEIC.

which s incorporated into

the rear hubs, was rerained.
Finally, | 7-inch aliermarket
wheels were firred

With the Ferrrn stopping
bemer than ever, it was time
refresh the suspension. Carmbua
mstalled Kom coilovers all
around: “Since this cir was to
b used ||'i|r| al'l':. A% 3 srree
car, moderate spring rates of
300 pounds up front and 200
pownds ar the sear were wsed,”
savs Casev. Ufds hove 3 self-

leveling serup, and Carobu

rebuailt the rwo “extra” rear
shock absorb

the system,

s ] ||Ii|| l\.l\.:llll.llll

ast Projects wou d he

considered complece

at this point, bur as
those familiar with C/4 sheer
mietal will have already spot
[l_x:.- I|'ll_ re Was more ok Cormne.
“About bour years ago, |
started o make small changes
tor the cirs exterion™ & !-:[:|.|||"-
phe owner,

Mo Coach Craft in Los
Angeles was selecred 1o handle
this next phase, with company
hoss Avio Miomberi and
l.'|:||l|:-:\.--.'r.' HI.IE:II R-::-:l:ig:'.l:.-:
working closely with the
owner during the process,
“Avio wnuld really restrain
me, he says, “He looked at
the owerall picrure, for every-
thing o work and lor there
e b .'nr||||'|'.|||:..'

Chye champges seareed at
frone. *The hood was so bar-
ren, says the owner To boeak
up the expanse of sheer meral,
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they decided 10 add chrome
ACCENTS T (e III|.:|I‘R.R.'!' hce a
sitisbactory ook was fabricared
n '.'|.:||||_‘|. |_":r.|;\.\. ilil_\_»;,'- WEle
made from the wood models
and then chromed,

Mext up was a restyling of
the car's nose, When it came
irom the lactory, the CF4 had
pop-up headlights over a long
front end that was capped by a
full-widch black bumper. *The
CAT WS jUsE [oo |u:|_!'_. W
ok off the |1:.|n||'u,'r amd cuc

the meral back aboue six
eight inches,

SAYS the owner,
Thar Lllil:l}'_L' miade the grille
apemng larger, so a larger
grille was made of brass and
chramed, Finally, the pop-up

h :.'.Il.“i_l.'.,fll'i were rermoved; i
their place went quad lamps
from a 1980s BA W,

Onee the chanpes to the
front end were finished, the
owner decided thar the C/4
needed & more apgressive
stance, particularly at the rear,
Ar the time, the Ferrari wore
the 7.% and 8=inch-wide after
market wheels thar had been
installed wich the Brembo
brakes, The rears were sent oo
[taly o they could be widened
by the company thar made
thizm, but after a vear of hack
and forth, Carobu came up
with its own wheel desagn and
had a set made in the U5,
Once the new 17-inch alboys
were ready, they were shod
with Pirells ' Zero rubber
F35050-17 fronm, 2RS/40-17
fear. [ The 200-lb. rear 5-'|:||i.||a'_'\.

were replaced wich 225-1b
umits at the same ome.)

When the rear wheels were
teat-fiteed, however, it was
clear the stock bodywaork
could mor comfortably accem-
modare cheir 10:mnch widch,
I'he only WAy [0 Mass cvery-
thing Inok right would be m
flare the fenders ar all fous
corners, bur the owner was
well aware thar this was a peci-
tloas path: “1F vou widen a

car like this, irs casy 1o make
it lonk cartoomish,” he says

Afrer much discussion, i
iden the frons
fenders |.‘:-_L' ahour one inch

and the rears by 1.75 inches,

Rodrigucz carefully cur the




Larfl: Hew aluminnm radioctar
helps geol helier ongine.
Righi: 4.8:-liker V12 combines
412 block and heatds with
GTCH inwbals for 410 harse-
power and JIES 1b-fi ol torque,
Balow: Rilermarkel five-spolee
17-inch wheels surround big
Bromba breloas.
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sheet metal and grafied in new
steel. “He built our the enrire
tender and ir looks smoath
and ariginal, as if Ferrari
might have done it" savs the
owner. A close inspection of
the rear fenders reveals thas
(i |.l|||:r' are they Aared. bur
thar Rodriguez also went o
the rrouble af sharpening cheir
upper edge

As work progressed, other
changes were envisioned and
then i!L'I|'||l.'I:II.'L'II1\'.'\':]. such as dhe
dummy outler vens an the
front fenders, just behind the
wheel wells, Additionally, the
Hrl!.[iﬂ:il smiall chrome ourside
i Fror was rl.'F]ﬂl.'th.i W|I:|!| il paar
of modern sero-sevle mirrmrs
froim Porsche,

At the rear, the bumper was
also remuved, This resulted in
the raillights sticking out oo
fiar, s Hln:lngl_l:'.' fabricared a
new center panel with recesses - - .
oft either side, .||'|n-.=.'|ng the Gverﬂ]"” II._.I'}F ]'C[Stlllg llnpresslﬂﬂ
|!'i'lil'='i to be muched eloser in, ':lf i}le Cdr 18 h{}“’ SEGmIEEE]}f u]_l
Along the way, the Cfd's guad -
l-'i'l'h-lll:kr [ips '-;'l."ll.' !JI.I.'IEII.':Iﬂl.l L74] the I:[]' terﬂ-t 1015 erk tUQET }-le L.
they wouldn't protrude awk-
wardly, The trailing edge of
the runk lid received a very
subtle uprurned lip o mod-
ErMEZe (L5 appemnce,

Onee the body modifica- ;:_:‘*" type: Froal-sngine 2-door coupa
tions were finidhed, the Ferrari hu;::.: Pnsd S ntk
Ry i 17894 knechea
was painted a mecallic shade Witdh: 0.1 Inchas
of light blue. Finally, the rear Heighs: 200 inches
o o v el | [ e
and hlack rint was installed on Curk walght: 2300 pounds
their perimeters to make them -
appear smaller. The rest of the ENGINE
glass was tinted a subtle shade Type: 60" V12
of hlue Conatraction; Aluminum block and hoods
Drigplacaman: 43900z = 494000
: 1 Compression ratio: BAL 100
cspite the extensive TR 340 @ BLA00 rpm « 410 @ 8400 rpm.
changes made to this Torgua: A0 Tk @ 4 000 rpen = 355 [b-f1 8 4,500 tpm.
Cld's exrerion the over . ¥ i
all effect is harmonious [f you = P
didn't know berrer, it would be DRIVELIFE
easy o believe vou're staring I L e R i
arb a ||'Irl!_l|-||'l-'\1'[ [_;.'-'-'j |,|-||_||_|_||;:|.'|||_'_ — . " -
['he alterations are particularly EUEPENSIDN

Froot: Double wiskbenss, coil springs, anti-roll bar, telascspic shocks
Fear:  Double wishbones, ccil sprisgs, anti-roll bar, edescopie aboacks

i|:||:-n':u|l.'|_' ar the rear, where
the extr-wide wheels strain
apinst the edpes of the

T i ) WHEELS k TIRES
b AL Fron: 7.5 w 15ineh, 21670 = 7.5 x | T-inch, 21550

When | swing open the Fean 75 x 15-inch, ZLST0 « 10 x | T-inch, 20540
door and slide inside, [ find an s

interior char’s f; e Bri-
ar’s far more luxuri ST

ous than stock. The 950 sears Type 113-inch front. 18 ineh e dises » 130-lnch froe, 128-neh sear
are deeply bolstered for spir- S M T e

ired dl'i'l-'illy. viel are alun very | *
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comfbortable, The smaller
steering wheel allows weloome
extra room for my |i:gs. amd
the pl:lliﬁhcd shift knob feels
great. Unusual for a Ferrari—
but normal for 4 Cld—is a
leather beot thar surroumsds
the shift lever,

The engine fires with a
muted V12 burble, and Firsg
gear snicks home smoachly,
The clutch is a lictle heavy bt
GESY l:.||.1.1uE|1 to mendulane as |
pull oo cthe road. The car’s
power steering is a delighe
Rather than having to muscle
the /4 around at low speeds
like most period Ferraris, |
can just twisl the wheel and
avoicl the parking-lor workout.

The %12 revs quickly, reveal-
i, a very linear powerband.
There is plenty of mid-range
grunt, as promissd, bur keeping
the throme pinned to the floar
also reveals the engines happi-
ness o run in the upper reaches
of the tachemeter,

The modified C'4 stays
|:l|2|'|I1:|J and stable in bends,
Theres siill noticeable body
roll when 1 crank che wheel,
b once the car takes a sex
there's plenty of grip from the
wide, sticky tires, When it
COMmeE lime to rein the coupe
back in, the big Brembo
hrakes slow the Ferrari with-
out drama, While I'm sill
aware of the car's heft during
aggressive driving. the han-
l.'I]i.I'IF.! and bl.‘.ahi.ng Lmprrove-
menes have resuleed ina
far more nimble machine,

Owverall, my lasting impres-
ston of the car is how seam-
lessly all the alterations work
rn[.',ﬂhtr; this Ferrar looks and
fecls like i might have come
from che facrory, While the
{hulﬁ[.';m wronrght to it are cer-
tainly not for evervone, chis
4 combines many of the
beess artnbutes of a classic
Ferrari with the accommada-
tions and performance of a
much mare modern one, Even
those whe look down on the
moadel in HI.'I.I\'.'THJ. or who don't
approve of such amensive
modifications, would he
hard-pressed not to enjov
their time behind the whes
of this particular C/4, ©
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